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Although this is September and there is a lot of flying left for most of us in District X I am 

starting to think about 2011. I am also looking at things we have done in 2010, so lets take a 

look back at ourselves, then talk about next year. It will take three pages of writing for this, so 

I hope you will all take the time to read it.           Thanks Mike 

When I say look at ourselves. I mean you, me and the AMA....  What have you, the member-

ship and your clubs done for yourselves, for the hobby or for your AMA. What have I done as 

your District X Vice President. Last but definitely not least, what has the AMA done as an or-

ganization for us all. I will speak of all three and in no certain order, so lets look at the AMA 

first. When I say AMA, you must consider me in that statement as I am your District X Vice 

President and I sit on the Executive Council that makes the day to day decisions of the Acade-

my of Model Aeronautics. So if you are happy with your AMA it must reflect on me…. just the 

same as... if you are not.  

The AMA has been busy. Accomplishing everything, from getting Astronaut Hoot Gibson to 
become a spokesperson for the hobby and AMA, to providing programs like TAG, the various 
scholarships, flying field improvement grants and more, giving back to the membership about 
$95,000 dollars in 2010 alone. This does not include trade shows, educational programs, gov-
ernment liaison, lobbyist, competitions, insurance, magazine, museum, web site, model avia-
tion related merchandise, safety initiatives, legal assistance, etc. The education department 
has gone through a complete change with exciting programs in too many areas to mention 
here. Marketing has done a mountain of work itself, including getting partnerships with com-
panies like Motel 6 and Harbor Freight. Some say these are non-hobby related, but they are 
programs that are possible because the folks in Muncie are working to give every possible 
benefit to the membership they can provide. I have a friend who used the Harbor Freight dis-
counts twice and saved 20% on both his purchases, about $45 saved. How much did that one 
program alone save the membership? There is a lot more that AMA has done in 2010, but I 
want to cover the other two categories I spoke of.  
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You, the members and clubs….what have you done in 2010?  
There are several clubs that have great programs within their communities, like scouting or 
Aero Lab. Others are holding open house type events and welcoming the public to your flying 
fields to gain members, dollars for the club and getting respect from the community. Three 
clubs in DX were given awards for being leader clubs. Two-5 year and one-10 year award. Six 
clubs received a total of $11,219 for flying field improvements. Now you might say that this is 
an AMA accomplishment and it is, but the clubs are the ones doing the improvements to 
their fields, so I give them as much credit.  There are a few clubs building new flying fields 
(like the Associated Modelers of Sacramento at the end of this newsletter), this is huge for us 
all. There is much more, but I think we can see the membership has been busy. 

 

Now how about me, your District X Vice President.  
I will start with my answering every call or email as soon as it was possible. In doing so I am 
listening to you, the membership and doing my best to answer your questions and concerns. 
Almost 100% are answered the same day. Approving Contest Director applications. Some 
might think this nothing, but after they have passed the test, I take it seriously, approving 
somebody to hold AMA Sanctioned events.  It was my decision to divide the $1136 evenly be-
tween 4 district X clubs to hold TAG events. The $11,219 mentioned above for flying field im-
provement grants and the $1136 was hand delivered, either by myself or one of my AVP’s. I 
believe doing this in person is the only way. I also traveled (driven) some 5,000+ miles visiting 
clubs and members across the district and by the time you get this that will be more like 
10,000 miles. Flown, I don’t think I want to know how many miles I flew this past year, but 
loads. I have attended every Executive Council meeting and accomplished every task assigned 
to me. I have begun collecting information and developing a program that will help clubs at-
tain and build new flying sites (I have actually given some of this material to clubs needing 
help and it’s working). I also volunteer on the AMA’s safety council and have been involved in 
changing your District X web site.  

Again, because we have other things to discuss, I can’t write everything I have done for you 
either, but one last item that was done for all of you is...District X The Newsletter. I designed 
it for you, the members and clubs of District X. I believe communication is key in making us a 
stronger district, the more we know about each other, the better we can help each other. I 
also want all AMA members to become aware of the many programs that are developed for 
you in Muncie and during Executive Council meetings. I know thousands of you have said 
how much you like the newsletter. Together we can keep it going long into the future. 

 So...now lets talk about 2011…... 



What can we ALL do in 2011? 

The AMA will concentrate a bunch of effort on it’s 75th anniversary.  

The council, the departments and committees will continue to work with other organizations 
like the FAA. The education and marketing teams will do more than ever before and personally, 
I can’t wait to see what they come up with next. Growing memberships a huge task ahead of us 
all. 

As far as myself. Besides continuing to do the day to day duties of the position, which 

are many. Along with traveling to clubs across the district, I plan to continue to help clubs keep 
their flying sites, put on Aero Lab programs, TAG events and file for flying site improvement 
grants. I also want to put on, at the least, one District X Fun Fly in every state. Inside this issue 
you will find an article on these events, how they will work. The newsletter will also get better 
as will the District X web site. Together as we supply its material the newsletters will continue, a 
reflection of us and our district. Don’t let anybody tell you it won’t keep going. That is an insult 
to us both. It is a strong publication with support from many of us and more each issue. The 
web site is offering new things often, like the new members photo page. If you have ideas for 
either, please share them, they are district programs. 

The membership and clubs have a lot you can do as well. Getting 

respect in your communities, (in my opinion) is the single most important thing a club can do. 
Not only will the community talk about you, they will talk FOR you. I keep sounding like a bro-
ken record here, but hearing tons of stories from clubs, sad stories to happy ones, I can tell you 
it’s the truth.  Clubs can get help from the AMA to put on TAG events that will increase their 
membership which will also provide funds for needed flying field improvements. Of course the-
se type events can be done for little cost to the club without AMA’s help and I would be happy 
to help any club with information I have personally used to do this myself.  

I could have done this in the November issue of the newsletter but I want clubs and members 
thinking of next year early. I want club officers to take the time to work with their membership, 
to come up with new events, new programs to help kids and their community. Give you time to 
research these grants I keep mentioning. Most have deadlines and last year I had a few ask too 
late. This way nobody should be late applying for anything or not have enough time to prepare. 
If you want to learn about a grant or if a program is right for your club please, just contact me. 

My email is cabrowns@citlink.net and my phone# 530-440-8732. Lets make 2011 the best ever, 
for us, for the AMA, and for the hobby!  

The last thing I want to talk about in this segment of the newsletter is a program one of AMA’s 
special interest groups or SIG’s has going on right now. The IMAA or International Miniature Air-
craft Association has a program where three members can win $1,000. Look at the flyer then 
either contact them or myself for the rules and any other information you might need.   

That’s it from me….at least for these 3 pages. Enjoy your 5th issue of District X The Newsletter. 



My visit with a few Reno / Carson City area clubs. 

My 4th of July weekend was great, it was filled with family and Nevada RC clubs. A couple 

weeks prior my wife. asked if I wanted to go to visit family in Reno, I thought, hmmm I have 

been wanting to visit some clubs that way...visit family and clubs, you bet. So I said yes and 

contacted a couple club officers. The Reno RC club, the High Sierra Radio Control Club and 

The Rascals, in Sparks (the Rascals are a Control line club).   

Dan Etcheto from The High Sierra RC Club said he would meet me at their flying field in Car-

son City Saturday AM, so I left the relatives home early, around 7. The flying field was easy to 

find and right off I could see they had a nice place to fly. It was fenced with a large, fairly fresh 

runway, a large shade structure, a nice safety fence in the pilots area, a small club house and 

an RC car track. A nice one! There were a few guys there already and Dan had just flown a 

twin. I introduced myself and as we walked the pits talking with guys, more and more showed 

up. Soon there were a bunch of us and several more airplanes. I had brought a T-34 to fly, so I 

got it out and took it for a flight, others did the same. It ended up I knew a few guys from the 

club and we reminisced about an event I used to put on called The Red Bluff Float Fly. In its 

last 3 or 4 years it was the largest float fly on the western half of the United States, it was a 

shame when the government decided to no longer fill Lake Red Bluff. Anyway we had a great 

time and as the afternoon ended, Dan offered to take me to RRCC the next morning, so I took 

him up on his offer.   

You can’t beat 

a Grandpa 

with a heart of 

gold and this 

kid’s got one. 

He was pa-

tient, he ex-

plained and 

the grandpa 

listened…….I 

mean the boy 

listened.    :) 



The RC Car Track 

The Club House. 

Okay. Onto The Reno RC Club. Dan picked me up and we got to the field early. There were about 

15 guys flying on this morning, everything from a large Aeroworks Extra to sport race planes and 

more. I introduced myself to the first guy I met and he started looking for Vice President Dave 

Mitchel. After our introduction we realized we also knew each other from Red Bluff. 

Nice safety fences for the pilots 



Dan Etcheto. 

My Travel agent! 

Thanks Dan 

As the three of us talked and walked I met more RRCC club members, and yes you guessed 

it, more were past Red Bluff Float Flyers. Anyway they also have a wonderful place to fly as 

you can see from the pictures. I plan to attend a race sometime this year. I missed the prior 

weeks race as I was attending an IMAC event in California. 

I tried to meet some of the Rascal club members. but by the time we got to their flying field 

(in a nice public park) they were done for the day or had possibly not flown because of the 

wind. A guy was flying a Zagi with his son, but no Control line flyers. Next time!  

I ended the day with family, a BBQ and for dessert a couple s’mores. It was a nice and relax-

ing end to the trip.  

Mike Brown, Your Vice President for District X. 



It has been 4 years of not being able to use the facili-

ties at Castle for our IMAA West Coast Festival.  So 

places like Chowchilla Airport , Madera Airport and the 

Fresno Modelers have been used for the Memorial  

Weekend event.   But there is no substitution for the 

Castle facilities.  Lots of room for parking.   It is just the 

perfect location to have a venue such as the IMAA Fly 

In.   All of us pilots say a tremendous THANKS to Scott 

Malta the airport manager and the Modesto ch#679 

and all the helpers who made this event come to life in 

about 6 weeks.  Pretty amazing. 

Joe Francis flying the Raven below, 

while Contest Director Rick Maida 

spots for him. 

Jim Collins Me and my 1/2 scale electric, Mini Max 

BACK AT CASTLE AFB,  Atwater, CA 

IMAA WEST COAST FESTIVAL   

Memorial Day Weekend MAY 27,-30, 2010    



The 2 pictures at the bottom of the last page and the one of the Cub and John Lockwood be-
low are the three people and planes that flew in honor of Jim Giffin our past district X Vice 
President. CD Rick Maida stopped the morning pilots meeting and the three of us flew for Jim. 
He was a friend to us all and to the hobby and it was an honor to be a part of it. We will re-
member you forever Jim.                                                     

Right; Jim at Castle in 2005 

More pictures of this year’s event. 



  This report from Rick Maida: My wife and I started out for Castle Wednesday morning at 

7:30am.  We got there at 9:30am.  Parked the bus and rolled up the sleeves and started help-

ing with field setup.  Chalked out all the parking lot lines and spaces and had name plaques 

for vendors and there crews, thanks to Tom Moore. I think we used 10 bags of chalk.  Set up 

the registration tents, transmitter impound, safety inspection area and the pilots station.  

Port a potties  and dumpsters arrived.   All was completed at around 6pm.  The only people 

allowed in on Wed. were field setup personnel. 

  Thursday morning gates opened at 8am and we were ready for all. The groups started com-

ing in and so we had basically 2 holding areas for people to come into as we were getting 

folks parked.  It worked out beautifully. The temps were down and people were very patient 

with us. By Thurs. afternoon the two front rows were pretty much full.  We ended up with 3 

rows of motorhomes , a ¼ mile long. Approximate count were  110 motorhomes, 65 cargo 

trailers.   

  Flying started at 12:30pm on Thurs. Brief pilot meeting and off to safety inspection. Weather 

for Wed and Thurs was some rain and wind but it all cleared up for Fri, Sat, Sun and Mon.  

Fabulous weather.  The one thing that I noticed on Thur and Fri was that not a lot of flying 

was going on but instead folks were talking and walking around getting reacquainted with 

one another and just being happy to be back at Castle.  Pilot count, 150 pilots and the num-

ber of aircraft were around 300. Full size aircraft arrivals on Sat. were 15 and Sun. was 12.  

Lots of spectators. 

  Pilots meeting were given each day and on Saturday we paid our respects to one of our fall-

en modelers and dear friend, Jim Giffin who passed on Jan 31 of this year.  John Lockwood, 

Mike Brown and Jim Collins all flew some of Jim’s favorite aircraft in Jim’s memory.  Not to 

many dry eyes in this crowd and it made for a real quiet 5 min remembrance.  Pretty special.  

Special thanks to John, Mike and Jim. 



  The Modesto gang handled impound, registration, raffle and inspection.  Scott Malta’s 

daughter Brittany handled the impound and kept the pilots honest.  Mike Brown took care 

of new applicants as far as AMA and IMAA.   Scott arranged for the Tri Tip and Chicken din-

ner  which was set up under the wing of the big B-36 Peacemaker,  quite the backdrop.   

  The raffle was very well attended.  Special thanks to all of sponsors for donating to the 

raffle.  Hangar 9, Horizon Hobbies, Team JR, St John’s Attic etc…….  

  Scott Malta was on the flight line pretty much the whole weekend and in constant con-

tact with the control tower.  Which was really cool this year for when the high performing 

jets would stage for flight, Scott would contact the tower to ask for free airspace so as to 

give the jet pilots a wider flight envelope.   Now that is incredible.  

  Everyone worked with all the other pilots for staging and the waiting was not too bad.  

Our flight line boss Robert kept order at the flight line and all played nice together.  At 

night we had a bunch fly fixed wing and helicopters with lights a blazing.   

  The field shutdown due to a full size B25 doing touch and goes in front of us for about 30 

min.  The pilot was getting his certification in order to carry passengers.  Oh that sound.  

Awesome. 

  Denny Baker was reacquainted with an old friend which the Castle restoration group was 

in the process of restoring an F8 Crusaider.  

  It was an awesome sight to stand out on the flight line and look back at all the aircraft 

staged to fly and the static display line and people and all the motorhomes.  Such a site to 

see.  Yeah baby. 

  The meet was quite the success.  We stayed until about 2:30pm on Monday for cleanup.  

It was sad to leave and the week went by so fast.  

So, if all goes well, Castle will be held again next 

year on Memorial Day Weekend.  Plan on it. 

 

Until then and can’t wait for next year, 

Keep em flying, 

Rick and Merriam Maida 



Don’t miss next 

year’s event. 

I am guessing 

250 pilots and 

600 airplanes, 4 

beautiful days 

of flying with 

perfect weather 



Welcome to another issue of your district’s newsletter!  These are not easy to do on a 
regular basis, so I’ve offered to pitch in and help your VP with some additional content 
this month.  As the newbie of the AMA staff, I would first like to congratulate your VP 
on doing a newsletter!  One of the most important things we do is communicate with 
our membership and this additional local tool is critical to that process.  Second, thanks 
to all for such a warm welcome to the AMA staff.  I’ve been an educator for 32 years, 
and after my one month AMA anniversary I can tell you that your AMA staff is a very 
dedicated and hardworking group on your behalf. 

  

One of the largest items on my agenda is developing programs for our clubs to reach 
their communities at all age levels.  When we discuss education, almost always the first 
thing we talk about are kids.  That’s only natural, but we need to remember that over 
75% of purchasers in the industry are over the age of 35!  Just this week I received a call 
from an 85-year-young gentleman in Ohio who has a club of 32 in a retirement 
home.  Every Wednesday morning they get together to build and fly model aircraft… 
now that’s cool!!  I’m also on a mission to make sure that those clubs and individuals out 
there doing some outreach are thanked!  Thanking people is such a simple thing, but of-
ten forgotten.  If you know of any story that needs to be told and recognized, please let 
me know – if possible, include photos and/or video as well.   

  

We are also busy contacting student organizations around the country.  The EAA rela-
tionship and what that means for the AMA with it’s Young Eagle program is price-
less.  My hope is to have most of the large student organizations include an element of 
model aviation in their program offerings.   

Our program of work for 2011 is very ambitious.  I have strong feelings about making 
sure that we truly are an “Academy”, and that means working daily on your behalf to 
provide educational opportunities and information for your use. 

 Please don’t hesitate to give me a call or email if we can be of any assistance to your ef-
forts in promoting model aviation. 

 Fly and have Fun! 

 Bill  

Bill Pritchett 

Education Director 

Academy of Model Aeronautics 

billp@modelaircraft.org 

765-287-1256 Ext 515 

765-744-9322 Cell 

mailto:billp@modelaircraft.org


The Beat the Heat discus launched glider (DLG) contest was held on Saturday, May 
29th, 2010 at the Southern Arizona Gliders and Electrics club field in Marana, Arizo-
na.  
 
It was the US Team Qualifier and had competitors from Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Mexico.  
 
Everyone demonstrated a great attitude and respect for safe operation, with large 
numbers of aircraft simultaneously in flight.  
 
Kudos to David Rosenthal, the Contest Director, and Philip Brister, SAGE club presi-
dent, for operating a safe event where the contestants' enjoyment was conta-
gious! The competition was conducted according to F3k rules and regulations. 



Links to interesting, fun, informative web sites 
and maybe just a few other things.... 

Most of you have noticed I am putting links to various web sites. I would like to make this a regular 

column. If you have a favorite web site, facebook page, whatever, please send it for us to share. 

Aviation related ONLY! Any other “things to do” within our hobby are welcome also. 

The first link in this issue of your newsletter is for a new TV show coming out called “The Aviators”. 

It is going to be all about aviation, take a look at the web site. It will air on several stations, but on 

PBS on September 8th I believe is the start. Go to:http://www.theaviators.tv/TheAviators.TV_-

_TV_Show.html 

THE "SIGN 3 • FLY FREE" PROGRAM Rules: 

 

Receive a one year AMA membership credit for each three (3) new or former AMA members 
who join. (Yes, you can earn more than one free year!) 

All new or former memberships must be full Open or Senior Citizen memberships to qualify. 
New sign-ups cannot be current or recent AMA members. (Their memberships must have 
expired by 12/31/2005.) 

Sponsoring member's name and AMA number must be clearly identified on each new mem-
ber's application. 

Current AMA Life Members will receive an AMA merchandise credit of equal value to a 1 year 
free membership. 

Your free membership credit will be applied to the next AMA membership year. 

This next bit of information might be news to some of you. You could be a flying field host at 

the site in Muncie. Yep all it takes is applying and your RV if you are selected. Each stay is 1 

month, I believe, but to make sure, contact headquarters for the application rules etc....   

A small safety message, or more like a maintenance message? 

We take care to make sure everything is just right when we build our airplanes. We make sure they are 

straight, everything is where its supposed to be, nice and tight on all our bolts, nuts and screws.  Then we fly 

them day after day, and guess what, things get loose, they move a bit here and there or in the case of things 

like batteries...get old. Besides general maintenance of batteries, fuel lines and filters we need to check our 

prop bolts and nuts are tight. Yes I am speaking from recent experience. This past Sunday I was flying my 

Comp ARF and heard an odd noise, that got loud really quick. I killed the engine, turned as fast as could and 

headed for the runway. I was going with the wind but didn’t have a choice. Although I passed the end of the 

runway all was ok, except all 6 prop bolts broke on my DA100. It was 100% my fault because of a lack of 

maintenance. I should have checked it more often.   So a reminder to us all ….DO YOUR Maintenance!    :) 

http://www.theaviators.tv/TheAviators.TV_-_TV_Show.html
http://www.theaviators.tv/TheAviators.TV_-_TV_Show.html


The Oroville Air Corps 

held a basic IMAC class on 

June 26 for guys to learn 

more about IMAC and 

precession flying. Club 

member Mike Ronco con-

tacted me early in his 

planning stages and I told 

him I would help with 

whatever I could. A know 

IMAC competitor Jim 

Spurlock was brought in 

to help pilots learn. 

Although attendance was 

low all had fun. 

Your VP, me,  assembling my Comp ARF 

Mark Philips walks his Cap 580 

back to the pits area after a 

nice flight. 

Oroville IMAC 



District X announces our new series of events starting with    

celebrating  

75th year Anniversary 
That’s right the Academy of Model Aeronautics will be 75 in 2011!  

As your District X Vice President I have decided to hold, at the least, one District X flying 

event in each state, Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah and Hawaii. This is the district’s way 

of saying thank you to the membership for supporting the academy, and making safety first. 

Lunch will be provided by the District to all AMA members who attend and there will be no 

landing fees.  

Our Associate Vice President’s, AVPs, are looking for interested clubs with appropriate flying 

fields to hold the 2011 events. The events can move from year to year to make it as fair as 

possible. Please understand the clubs need to be in an “AMA populated area” with hopefully 

a fairly large flying field to accommodate a large number of pilots. 

Clubs may sell additional food to non members or the public, have a raffle or swap meet as 

a way to earn dollars, but the event itself needs to remain FREE to AMA members! We will 

need your help, so interested clubs must be able to provide at least 1 person for registration 

(to check AMA cards and hand out free lunch tickets) and a few folks to cook lunch. The 

events will also be sanctioned. As your District X Vice President I will also help cook and or 

work in registration. 

Michael Brown  your  AMA District X Vice President 



Shown in the photo above is Dan Sobieralski.  Dan belongs to two of my local area clubs, 

NCR/CUF and, RAMAC. This hobby was meant for guys like Dan. He loves to build as well as 

fly. I saw Dan today at our local Wednesday float flying spot on Whiskeytown Lake and he told 

me about a plane he scratch built, this 4 star 480. All of Dan's airplanes fly excellent as they 

are built straight and light, very light. Dan was flying his cub this morning and it looked so 

light and smooth I walked by to bum a flight. In moments Dan had handed me the transmitter 

and started to tell me about the plane and power system. Although I don’t remember what 

motor, speed controller or battery he was using I surely remember how well it flew. I can’t 

wait to bum a flight on this 4 star 480. 
 

If you have a really good guy in your club that you would like to show here in this newsletter 

or on the new District X web site’s members photo page please send it to me or Jon Wilson. 

 

     Look to the next page for more information on our new members photo page. 



your District X Web Site 

 AMA10,org 

A new “Members Photos” page.  
Although the change was made July 30 I am guessing most of you haven't seen or 

heard about this new offering, so I thought I would advertise it more here. Here’s how 

it is set-up.  

Go to the web site and click on the link “members photos” at the top of the home 

page. It will open to the photo page with thumbnails of the pictures and there cap-

tions. Scroll down and you will find all the pictures sent to the web site so far. Click on 

the picture you want to view better and it will open full size.  

To submit, send Jon Wilson at gijon@citlink.net or myself at cabrowns@citlink.net 

a picture. It can be of, you and your favorite airplane, a plane itself, a family member 

and your plane, an aerial photo of your flying field….anything hobby related. Don’t 

worry about the size (unless its just too tiny) we will take care of that. I would really 

like them to be captioned (although it’s not a requirement), up to 200 characters, in-

cluding spaces. That’s it! Jon will get it on the site. Just make it known in your email 

that the picture is for the web site. 

I hope the membership enjoys and takes advantage of this new opportunity. Its an 

easy way to share our airplanes with all of our district’s members.  

For those that wonder why we don’t have forums to chat on, or advertising or things 

like PDF documents etc...... on the district X web site, its because the AMA already 

offers all that. We would just be duplicating something we already have. My main de-

sire for the site is to offer you a listing of all your District X officers and their contact 

information. A dedicated District X event calendar, listing all district X events not just 

sanctioned ones. We can also have any special district news or articles, copies of 

“District X The Newsletter” and every now and then add something like this new mem-

bers photos page.   

I hope you really enjoy it. 

Mike Brown     Your     District X Vice President. 



I have been preaching how important I think it is that clubs involve themselves with 

their communities. How a good relationship works both ways. This past weekend I 

visited a club that is set up exactly the way I mean.  

 

The Santa Clara County Model Aircraft Skypark 

TomCats 

 

Started in 1986. the Tom Cats club is an active one. 

Lets take a quick look at their event calendar starting in January of 2010:  They had a 

memorial event, club President Mike Lavara was Interviewed on an RC Radio net-

work , held a swap meet, War Bird races, put on a display/booth at the San Marten 

Wings of Victory Open House,  Electric Jet event, participated in the Reid Hillview Air-

port Day, and put on the Air Show below in pictures and all this before mid July! 

Obviously this is a very large club, but any club can be active in their community or 

hold events that bring the club and the community closer together. Try applying for a 

TAG event or at least reading what they are about and try your own version! 

 

A nice touch, the helicopter towing the flag for the National 

Anthem. Below, some of the Saturday 1100+ people 



Summer time is a great time of year for doing all those outdoorsy activities. In the current economy 

families are staying closer to home and finding things to do in and around there community. 

Your club can get put on the publics “activities list” of things to do by holding events designed for 

them. Here’s a story of one clubs success. A two event story with 1 purpose, to promote the club.  

TomCat club member and District X AVP Rick Maida wanted to write about the 

club and the event, so let’s let him tell us in his words in the coming pages. 

Since 1894 Morgan Hill, California, has held a 4
th
 of July Parade that is famous throughout the 

state.  It draws a ton of people from all over. So, the Santa Clara County Model Aircraft Skypark, 

located in San Martin, California, got together and designed a float for the parade. This float con-

sists of a truck; a flat bed car trailer and a bunch of red, white, blue and silver decorations and any-

thing else that is patriotic. Once the decorations are on we mount six large scale RC aircraft. Two 

on the truck and four on the trailer. We tend to use the big planes because they show up better. We 

also have a killer sound system with airplane sounds like the Reno Air Races, Top Gun and even 

Snoopy’s Xmas with the Red Baron that are played during the parade.  BIG HIT! BIG HIT!   We 

have been doing this float for 5 years now. Three of those years we have actually won a prize in the 

Non Profit Club category and brought home as much as $350 for the club. This year we received a 

second place award which is pretty awesome. As we cruise the parade we have members handing 

out fliers for the upcoming RC Air show on the following weekend.  

The parade is perfect timing to get people aware of the coming air show. The turnout for the RC air 

show is between 1200 and 1800 people each day for Saturday and Sunday. The boy scouts handle 

the parking and we have a shuttle service running between the parking facilities to ease congestion. 

Our club has a snack shack that cooks hot dogs, hamburgers, sodas, ice-cream and all sorts of 

scooby snacks for those hungry mouths to feed. The cooks and folk running the snack shack really 

work their tails off. But, wowsers, what a money maker for the club.  We also get support from the 

local hobby shops and businesses in the area. Airplane vendors and the San Martin Air Museum 

put up a booths to sell their wares. Popcorn, ice slushes and so on. Folks can build an airplane rib 

or make those famous AMA Delta Dart paper planes. Makes for a good old fashion air show. Pretty 

cool.  The kids really love that stuff. 

Spectators line up for buddy box flying (like this 

boy on the left).  The public flew 6 planes and a 

helicopter for over an hour each day!            



  The air show starts around 10am and goes to 3pm. People come with motor homes on Thursday 

to get a great spot for watching the show. These folk usually bring out night flyers and kites to al-

ways have something in the air for the crowd to enjoy. Spectators start showing up at 8am and usu-

ally stay all day. 

   Now, the air show itself consists of all volunteers from different area clubs. South bay Soaring So-

ciety puts on a huge glider display and demonstrates all the different facets of glider flying. Bayside 

RC puts on a display of RC Helicopters which always wows the crowd with their flight demonstra-

tions. At one time we had access to the nearby pond and the club out of San Francisco came down 

and did RC boats as well as a display for all the different types of ships. We even had a handful of 

folk doing RC tanks and military vehicles running around the pit area for one year, whoo haaa.   

  We open up the show with RC Skydivers and usually a big biplane with smoke to circle the divers 

and also a helicopter with Old Glory hanging for the national anthem. Hats off everyone. Then 

comes the glider demo followed by U-control demo that shows slow and fast and even streamer 

combat flying.  All electrics go in the air for the quiet demos. Then the different styles of racing type 

aircraft.  We always have fill-ins that are on standby just in case one of the demos does not go on, 

that way we keep the down time to a very short duration. You do not want a bored or sleepy crowd.   

Other acts are electric jets which fly up to 180 mph; helicopters, IMAC aircraft and pattern type fly-

ing. The best way we handle the pattern type flying is to have an announcer  narrate to the crowd 

exactly what each maneuver consists of otherwise they don't understand the concept of why the 

flight patterns are all the same. The giant scale warbirds fly to the old 1930’s style music. There's a 

section for things that should not fly: the lawn mower, stop sign, a flying school bus and the big hit 

is Snoopy’s dog house dog fighting the Red Baron.  As always Snoopy always gets his man. Our 

sound system is managed by one of the club members whose sole purpose is to keep the music 

going with each act as it comes up.  Very nice addition. 

A very small part of the crowd watching the action. 

President Mike Lavara was a good announcer, keep-

ing the public informed of what was flying or next. 



The formation team  :)   

(Matthew Smith and I 

are the two in the mid-

dle)  

 It was fun flying in their 

air show. As I always say 

I was a modeler before I 

got into the political side 

of modeling and I always 

will be a modeler, I just 

help all modeling now, 

that’s all. 

The Copper Chopper! 

The local police depart-

ment was very nice to fly 

this in. On top of that 

they also let the public 

get in the open cockpit. 

 

Very nice. 



   The best part of the air show is when we close the field during the lunch break and invite the pub-

lic to fly with the buddy boxes and try their hand at power planes, helicopters and gliders. We usual-

ly run six trainers and one helicopter and one glider. Let me tell you this is definitely a crowd pleas-

er.  That lasts about and hour and a half.  Then the show continues into more giant scale gas and 

electric aircraft followed by the big high performance jets.  We save these for last cause the crowd 

is waiting to see these guys perform.   

    Also at noontime we put planes down each of the taxi ways for a static display so  the people  

waiting to fly the trainers can look at the models up close and personal. Got to watch out for the lit-

tle kids, they like to sit on the big planes. Ouch!   

The parade is the perfect way 

to let the public know about 

the coming air show.  



  Another highlight of the show is when the Sheriff flies in with their full size helicopter and puts on a 

demo. The SCCMAS is fortunate to have the copilot of the full size as a member so he comes out 

with his scaled down version of the helicopter and flies around, so cool. Prior years we have had a 

full size cub come in and land to display the aircraft at the field. The sheriff copter as well lands and 

has an open cockpit for all to enjoy. Some years we have had full size AT-6’s and P51’s do low fly-

bys and that gets the ole adrenaline working.   

  The other cool thing that happens is conversations are going throughout the entire day and one of 

those is that I was chatting with an ex neighbor of mine and he was involved in a restoration of a 

Huey chopper from the Vietnam era and he might have the pilot fly in next year and do a demo with 

the Huey. Is that too cool or what? 

  Some of the other things that go on a few weeks before the air show is the San Martin Air Muse-

um, as well as Reid Hillview Airport, have an air faire type show which allows us more exposure 

and aids to getting more people excited about our sport.  We advertise on the radio and get into the 

local papers. Quite a group effort. 

  All in all it is a lot of work but very rewarding in the long run. So by doing this kind of thing your 

club gets on the map and in the phone book so to speak. 

        o for what is worth, keep em flying.  

Rick and Merriam Maida 



What to do with your old 72? 
Your old 72MHz transmitters and receivers that is. I know they still work perfectly well and a 

lot of modelers (including myself) still use them. But I would guess about 99% of modelers 

buying new transmitters buy 2.4 GHz and maybe 1/3 of those have old 72MHz radios that are 

not getting used. Perfectly good radios that are just laying around gathering dust. 

Like I said, I still use 72MHz, but honestly its because I just couldn’t replace the 35 or so of my 

airplanes receivers in one shot. Slowly I am changing over to all 2.4 GHz, but it will take time. I 

reviewed Futaba’s first 2.4 radio and still have it, and I bought the 10C when it came out so 

nothing new goes on 72MHz, I just buy more 2.4 receivers for these transmitters.  

So what did I do with my old radios? I gave them to new modelers that didn’t have a lot of 

cash to buy new. Mainly kids, but anybody who could use one was welcome. A couple people 

who needed radios I found through a local hobby shop, one older man and one young boy. 

The hobby shop knew as well as I did it would help them get into the hobby, so it worked out 

for all of us. Two more were kids I just met. While in Las Vegas the last time, AVP Greg Clem-

ensen introduced me to Darrell Stubs. Darrell is working with kids at a local school using 

AMA’s Aero Lab Program. That program has evolved into the kids flying R/C at the schools 

Park Pilot club. Many of the parents don’t have the money to buy radios or airplanes, but the 

kids are eager and want to fly, so along with donations from many Las Vegas residents I donat-

ed 5 radios and some other items, chargers etc… to get more kids/pilots into the air. 

So give them to kids, or adults! 

You can ask your local hobby shop to look for interested kids that just don’t have the funds for 

everything. A club or an AMA member can start an Aero Lab program at a local school. After a 

kid shows enough interest, get the parents to take them to the local flying field. A club can 

hold a TAG event, or any event inviting the public out to fly. Invite your local Cub Scouts, Boy 

Scouts, Girl Scouts. Every time you do, a young person will show enough interest, maybe more 

than one. Talk with their parents. I met a boy at a full scale air show who really wanted to fly 

R/C. To make a long story short. After talking with his mother to make sure he could get to the 

flying field, several club members pitched in and we got him everything he needed, a plane, 

RTF, a club and an AMA membership. That was 2 years ago. He still flies to this day. 

So there’s no excuse to have those transmitters laying around. Give them away! Pass on a part 

of the hobby, its really rewarding.     



July 16, 17 and 18 was a fun weekend for several IMAA members to get together and fly their 

giant size airplanes. The host club, the Rogue Eagles R/C club in Medford Oregon, have held 

the event for years with CD Cliff Sands providing a relaxed atmosphere we have all come to 

love and enjoy. One piece missing this year was past District X Vice President Jim Giffin. Jim 

enjoyed his many trips to this event and every member there knew and felt it. The plane in the 

picture was owned by Jim and I thought what better way for this group to say good-by and 

remember him forever than with a group picture. 

Jim will be remembered for many things, but especially his love of the hobby and helping a 

fellow modeler. 

We also were missing another flying friend this weekend, Floyd “Bill” Grove has been under 

the weather for some time and we got a great piece of news that he was home from the hospi-

tal the day we took this picture. Bill and Jim were friends and what better way to honor a cou-

ple good friends.   Jim we miss you and Bill….get better! 



How I Took First Place at my first Pattern Contest 

 

By Lawrence Tougas 

A M A  #  2 3 2 

 

I'd like to share with you how I came in first place at the first precision aerobatic or Pattern contest that I ever 

flew at.  For some time I have been thinking of joining the ranks of modelers who compete.  Prior to this, I 

had been a sport pilot content to burn nitro or electrons at random flying in whichever fashion suited me. 

 

In 2009 I entered an IMAC contest.  I didn't have a traditional IMAC airplane so its performance put me at a 

disadvantage, but at the same time I enjoyed the process and the people I met were very helpful.  Based on 

that positive experience I decided to fly Pattern in 2010.  I choose Pattern because I felt I could assemble a 

competitive plane for less money than IMAC which is no knock against IMAC, it’s just that I already had a 

four-stroke 120 and I was given a Great Planes Venus II for Christmas. 

 

I had heard many times before that Patten models fly better than most other types.  I didn't really appreciate it 

until I started flying my Venus.  It was stable with a great glide ratio; in fact the hardest thing is slowing it 

down to land.  I was very happy with the performance of the airplane. 

 

In preparation for the season I joined the AMA's Pattern special interest group the National Society of Radio 

Controlled Aerobatics or NSRCA.  The NSRCA produces a monthly magazine the K-Factor, as well as 

providing a website with good information for the fledgling Pattern Pilot.  The website has a section on set-

ting your balance and trimming your airplane to make it easier to fly the sequences. 

 

Once I felt my plane was trimmed properly I started practicing the entry level sequence.  Pattern is divided 

into 5 levels of increasing difficulty which are Sportsman, Intermediate, Advanced, Masters, and FAI.  The 

Sportsman sequence has as would be expected some basic maneuvers, such as level flight, stall turn, loops, 

variations on the Cuban-Eight, rolls, immelman turn, and split-S.  These are all maneuvers you are probably 

doing already.  Although these are well known maneuvers executing them flawlessly is difficult, but in a fun 

way.  As I was practicing these maneuvers in the back of my mind I kept wondering if my interpretation of 

them was correct and was looking forward to my first contest to find out. 



The first contest I entered was the Bay Area Radio Control Society's (BARCS) Pattern by the Bay 2010.  The 

BARCS field is right on the San Pablo Bay which is in the north eastern portion of San Francisco Bay.  Prior 

to the start of the first days flying I got in a brief flight around the field to calm my nerves.  Then we were off 

to the competition.  We flew a total of 6 flights, 3 for each day of competition.  During this time seasoned fli-

ers volunteered to help carry my plane to the runway, call the maneuvers for me, and most importantly give 

me advice to improve my scores. I took all of the advice I could get, because now I wasn't doing this on my 

own but had veteran pilots to watch my flight and help me improve.  Everyone involved was friendly and 

willing to help out a newcomer. 

Now in the interest of full disclosure I should let you know how I came in first place.  I was the only Sports-

man contestant, which was too bad.  I was told that my flying would have held up well with the typical pilots 

in Sportsman, but I would have loved to see someone else fly the pattern. 

After finishing my first thought was, "I should have tried this sooner."  I had held off because I didn't have a 

true pattern plane, but in retrospect just about any decent low or mid-wing aerobatic model would have been 

competitive.  So my advice to those of you thinking about competing is to take the plunge you'll meet some 

great people and have a lot of fun.  In fact I think that advice holds well for all aspects of modeling from free-

flight to jets.  Competition makes you a better modeler and keeps your interest peaked.  I encourage you to 

join the ranks, who knows maybe I'll see you at the next contest and we can go head to head. 

Above, top left; BARCS members and those who flew.  

Top right, Bill Sneed coming in for a nice landing.  

Bottom left;  

Derek Koopowitz.  

 

Bottom right;  

Dick Belden. 



SWSA is an active group of about 60 radio control enthusiasts that fly a wide variety of silent, 

radio controlled aircraft from our field in Azusa, CA. The primary focus of SWSA is R/C 

thermal duration soaring with strong participation in Club, SC2 and regional competitions. 

Many club members also build and fly small electric aircraft and helicopters. The club main-

tains electric winches and retrievers with 460 foot turnarounds, a generator, an equipment 

trailer with restroom facilities and other equipment to support our contests and events. If you 

are new to radio control flying, several of our more experienced pilots would welcome the op-

portunity to assist you to become a proficient pilot. Membership is open to anyone however 

all SWSA members must also belong to the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA).  

Silent Wings Soaring Society 
One of the great perks about being your District X Vice President is I get lots of club newsletters. I 

have been getting these guys for quite some time so I asked for information for this newsletter and 

was sent this and more. Check out their web site listed on the next page for more information. 

http://www.modelaircraft.org


SWSA conducts thermal duration sailplane operations with winch launching regularly on Sat-

urday, Sunday and Wednesday mornings starting at 8:30am and ending about noon. Days of 

operation and times depend on weather, the contest schedule and availability of personnel to 

set up the support equipment. The Equipment Chairman sends an email to the club members 

each week giving the final schedule. 

SWSA is one of eight clubs that form the Southern California Soaring Clubs (SC2). In addi-

tion to flying just for fun and hosting numerous SC2 contests throughout the year at Fish Can-

yon, SWSA holds a friendly monthly club thermal duration contest on the second Sunday of 

the month at 9:00am. Contest registration classes include Expert, Sportsman, RES and 2 me-

ter. Visiting pilots with AMA membership and spectators are always welcome. Club contest 

standings are posted on this web site. 

SWSA holds a monthly meeting on the fourth Tuesday evening of each month and an annual 

Holiday Party in December. The location of meetings varies so contact the club president for 

the next meeting location. Looking for more information about SWSA? Contact the Club 

President at dan@silentwings.org, or go to their web site at http://silent-wings.org/stc/

about.html#movie  

http://www.sc-2.org
http://silent-wings.org/stc/about.html#movie
http://silent-wings.org/stc/about.html#movie


 “unwritten” field rules. 

Some of these aren’t unwritten rules. Some of these are rules clubs have written into their field 

rules and they enforce. They also are not AMA rules. but nonetheless can be good reasonable rules 

to follow. I just thought mentioning them might be in order. 

The first one is dogs in the pits. Now I love a good dog as much as anyone and I owned a dog that 

would stay exactly where I told it to, basically all day long. But I never considered taking it to the fly-

ing field. I just figured it wasn’t a place for dogs. I, like you, have been to clubs, that let dogs run 

loose in the pits. I have seen so many close calls. I do know of a plane that was damaged by a model-

er who was scared by a dog chained to a gate. The dog freaked out as the modeler was walking 

through the gate and he thought it was going to bite him. Thank God it didn’t. Just think about it be-

fore you take Fido next time.  

High speed passes and hovering over the runway.  I enjoy a really high speed pass, the lower the 

better, and a good 3-D pilot can hold the tail of his (or her) plane an inch (or so) off the runway with 

ease. But I hear more complaints about these two things than just about anything I think. But maybe 

just to quiet those who do not like these two things so much, or yes even to be a bit safer, why 

don’t we just take it to the far side of the runway. 10’-20’ farther out isn’t going to make any differ-

ence to a person in the pits or a spectator outside those pits right? 

Taxing in the pits. This another of those, why do it things. It might not be illegal at your 

club….although maybe it should be…. but why do it. I mean if you are taxying back into the pits your 

airplane is pointed right at everybody, everybody’s airplanes, their kids and in some cases….even 

their dogs! 

Why not shut it off after turning off the runway and walking it in. A nice rope around the prop on 

some, while pushing from the tail on others is easy and makes for a good picture for this newslet-

ter :) 

The things we need to be teaching kids and new pilots are sound safety practices. These are not 

necessarily sound safety practices. Sure you can pilot a 150mph plane safely down the runway cen-

terline, but can the kid who looks up to you do it? He’s going to try…. if your doing it.        

 

Just food for thought.        Mike 



The RASCALS…. Control line flying club that is… 

The diversity of our hobby is truly amazing. As I have written before, we can fly sport planes, 

combat planes, scale and much more. But we can also fly them in different ways. Radio Con-

trol, rubber power and control line. The pictures below show a club full of control line flyers 

located in Reno Nevada. I stopped by to visit the club members during a recent Nevada trip, 

but no control line flyers were still flying that day. A single father and son duo were flying an 

electric  Zagi and after watching them a while I went on my way. But when I returned home I 

contacted club President John Donaldson and asked for some pictures, stating the newslet-

ters readers would like to know more about the club and their style of flying.  He contacted a 

fellow club member Leon Mills and he was kind enough to send those you see below.   

Thanks guys! 

Now this is a 

group of  

RASCALS 

if I ever saw one! 

Jerry Martin’s plane flying 

Loooow below the ridge line. 

 

Beautiful scenery to fly with.  



Chuck Daly ready for a hand launch. 

 

Not that being a district Vice Presi-

dent has anything to do with it, obvi-

ously, but I haven’t flown a control 

line plane in a long time. I remember 

trying to teach one of my sons about 

15 years ago….and re-teaching my-

self.  I assure you, it’s better if I stay 

with Radio Controlled! Looks like 

these guy’s are quite comfortable 

with it though! 

Left: Jerry Mar-

tin on final ap-

proach . 

 

Right: Allen 

Beers with a 

perfect launch  

Leon Mills Tutor II ready for a snowy take off . 

That just sounds cool, control line flying off snow! 

Below: Lanny Shorts' vintage ? 

I can’t remember…  



A BiSlob struttin' its message  

S t re a m e rs 

add to this 

control lines 

presence in 

an air show 

demonstra-

tion 

Pete and Lil Pete Giammona in the middle of 

a fly-by . I love seeing this, a father and son 

enjoying the hobby together. 

Typical Saturday morning line up. 

The P51 at the bottom is an electric 

stunter. 

Id like to thank the RASCALS for 

sharing their part of the hobby with 

us. Any more control liners out 

there?  

R A S C A L S 

P r e s i d e n t 

John Don-

aldson averts 

a landing di-

astrophy with 

his Tutor II. 

Note the ele-

vator/flaps.  



The Associated Modelers of Sacramento 
in Roseville, California 

Any group of modelers that can put the ingredients together to build a new flying site are to 

be commended, especially in todays society, even more special in California (the birthplace 

of too many regulations… and permits for this or that). Although the Grand Opening won’t be 

for a while yet I took a trip to visit the new flying site. The purpose of my trip was to visit with 

club members and see some of the last construction being completed. I even got to help a 

bit, and fly after, the first glow plane to be flown at the site I was told. 

The journey to build the site has taken about 3 years and $100,000. Its easy to see they are 

about done and ready to enjoy the fruits of their labors! I was told there has been a lot of 

volunteers working on the new field and I was glad to hear it. If today’s visit was any example 

I’d say they were correct, although not all in attendance were working, most were.  

20 cars of volunteers working on the new flying site. That is a Petro-mat runway 



Part of the funds to build the site came in the form of an AMA Flying Site Assistance Grant. 

The club received the AMA’s maximum $5,000.  When I was originally delivering their grant 

check. $7,000 more was needed to start construction, The $5,000 from the AMA grant and 

another $2,000. The $2,000 was raised by the members who attended that meeting. 

I know when you read it took $100,000 to build the field the $5,000 from AMA might not 

seem like a lot, but if you remember from my earlier writing, (at the start of this newsletter) I 

reported the AMA had given $95,000 dollars to clubs this year from various programs and 

that did not include what is spent on trade shows, educational programs, government liaison, 

lobbyist, competitions, insurance, magazine, museum, web site, model aviation related mer-

chandise, safety initiatives, legal assistance and more.   

In any case the field is almost done. The members have done a fine job and they 

are almost ready to start flying regularly on their nice new flying site! 

I’m proud of this District X club building this new site. Shows hard work and  extreme effort. 



To encourage Design and Construction Excellence
Sponsored by the International Miniature Aircraft Association

 and the Academy of Model Aeronautics

$1000 Cash Prizes in Each of 3 Categories
Plus Thousands More in Merchandise !

Categories:   Best Kit or Scratch-built Aircraft
   Customized ARF Aircraft
   Best Youth Entry (Age 18 or Under)

Innovative Thinking, Creativity, and Originality 
Will Be Rewarded!  Think “Outside the Box” or 

Better Yet, Throw the Box Away!

Build a Big Bird!
I.M.A.A. Postal 

Membership 
Promotion

Just build an affordable IMAA Legal Big Bird, 
Join IMAA if you’re not already a member, then take 
photos of your beauty and be eligible to win $1,000 in one 
of the following categories:

Contest Closes - March 1, 2011
Winners will be announced at the Joe Nall Fly-In 2011

For further information, rules and details 
visit www.fly-imaa.org

Not a member yet?   
Join now, start building and 
join the fun! Learn All About it
at www.fly-imaa.org


